
MINUTES - RICO MEETING 
February 7, 2007

The Society of Rhode Island Clinical Oncologists met on February 7, 2007.  Present were Drs.  DiBenedetto, Papa, Hassan, Smythe, Chaquette, Rintels, Legare, and Schiffman.

The Treasurer’s report indicated at least $12,000 in our account and no need to collect dues this year.  The nomination and election of officers for the next two years was held.  It was unanimous that the current slate of officers be reelected for the next two-year term.  They are:  



Joseph DiBenedetto, Jr., MD
President




Alessandro Papa, M.D.

Vice President 



Linda R. Hassan, M.D

Secretary



James L. Smythe, M.D.

Treasurer

Our society has donated $250 to the ASCO Foundation to fund the clinical practice committees Young Investigator Award.  

An acknowledgement was received.

A discussion was held regarding the new restrictions on United Health laboratory network.  Quest diagnostics is no longer a participant in the United network.

2007 fee schedules were discussed.  An important discussion was held regarding paper claims filed by clearinghouses.  These will be returned starting February 19, 2007.  This is very important for new drugs which do not have a J- code because these are filed with paper claims. This is very important for physicians in practice who use clearing houses for their billings.
Medicare will audit initial hospital codes 99221-99223 and outpatient consultations 99241-99245. This will be a random check of internal medicine specialties.

The 2007 ASCO legislative conference will be held in Washington, DC on April 25 and 26, 2007.  Dr. Hassan will represent RICO at the conference.
We reviewed a suggested colon cancer treatment plan and summary template as suggested by ASCO. Templates for other disease processes may be forthcoming.

We have decided not to have pharmaceutical exhibits at the time of our state society meetings at present.  This was proposed by the pharmaceutical companies and we have elected not to do this at the current time.  

There will be a new physician voluntary reporting program beginning July 1, 2007.   This is voluntary and there will be no payment until after March 2008.

We discussed the off label update. 

The 2008 budget proposal for drug reimbursement has remained at ASP plus 6%.  There will be a billing conference held for our office managers in the near future.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  Our next meeting will be in 3-4 months.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda R.Hassan M.D.

